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TOP LINE 
The scale of the calamity is rivalling the 2004 Indian ocean 

      tsunami.
The recovery and relief phase is continuing with concerns    

     over unstable dams and disease.
The government has outlined guidelines for a huge temporary               

      shelter program.
A high-level government group has started to consider 

 plans for re-settlement and  reconstruction.
Habitat is developing a response based on need and capacity.

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
Casualties: The death toll from the devastating earthquake is now put at more 
than 68,000, with 364,500 injured and as many as 20,000 people still listed as 
missing. Most of the confi rmed deaths – 67,000 – were in Sichuan province. 
An estimated 45.6 million have been affected, one third of whom have been 
evacuated.

Aftershocks: There have been more than 8,000 aftershocks, the largest
registered magnitude 6.4 on the Richter scale.

Lakes and Dams: The earthquake triggered landslides that blocked rivers, cre-
ating dozens of “quake lakes”. The authorities have evacuated 150,000 people 
living below one lake amid fears that continuing rain could cause the banks 
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Habitat’s Response

“Habitat for Humanity is launch-
ing an initial US$5 million ap-
peal campaign for the first-phase 
of a long-term and sustained 
effort to rebuild homes and lives 
following the earthquake in 
China.” 

“Habitat’s effort will focus ini-
tially on Sichuan province.” 

“The first phase will begin with a 
goal of supporting 1,000 families 
and investing in the capacity to 
assist thousands more.”

“Habitat for Humanity has 
considerable experience rebuild-
ing communities after natural 
disasters, but it is a long-term 
process. Rebuilding takes many, 
many years.” 

Rick Hathaway
Vice President, Asia-Pacific

Habitat for Humanity
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Portraits of children are displayed among 
the ruins of Juyuan Middle School during 
a memorial service in the earthquake-hit 
Dujiangyan, Sichuan province, May 27, 
2008. (Reuters)
 

A general view of the temporary relief tents located inside a sports stadium in earth-
quake-hit Beichuan, Sichuan province, May 18, 2008. (Reuters)
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to burst. The Ministry of Water Resources acknowledged on Sunday that 69 
existing reservoirs and dams are on the verge of collapse, and nearly 3,000 had 
sustained damage.

Public Health Fears: Health offi cials have begun the country’s largest public 
health effort in recent history to guard against the threat of epidemics among 
survivors. There is concern about those living in cramped, sometimes unsani-
tary, conditions. There have been cases of diarrhea, tuberculosis and hepatitis, 
but no major outbreaks. Bodies have been cremated or buried. The authorities 
say they will collect pictures and tissue samples from bodies that cannot be 
identifi ed in order to build a DNA database for future identifi cation.

Shelter Need: About 5.36 million buildings have collapsed and more than 21.4 
million have been damaged. Some 5.46 million people are homeless. 

Tents: China currently needs up to three million tents or tarpaulins; so far 
600,00 have been delivered.

Transitional Shelter Plan: The Ministry of Housing and Urban Rural Devel-
opment has told local authorities to build one million temporary or transitional 
earthquake-resilient shelters by 10th August; the fi rst 250,000 are due to be 
ready by 25th June; and 370,000 more by 20th July. 

Transitional House Specifi cations: The authorities specify that the transition-
al homes should either be assembled with steel sandwich panels or made from 
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Before and after: Penghua Village in 
Mianzhu on August 11, 2006 (above) and 
after the quake on May 16, 2008 (right). 
(Xinhua/Chen Xie)

light-weight steel and plywood kits. Each unit should cover 20 sq,. m. Materials 
should be recyclable. The homes should last three-to-fi ve years.

Transitional House Communities: Local authorities have been told to build 
one primary school, one clinic and one retail store for every 1,000 transitional 
homes. One middle school should be built for every 2,000 transitional homes.

Power: Provincial power grids in quake-hit Sichuan, Gansu and Shaanxi as 
well as Chongqing municipality are operating normally. Electricity supplies to 
Gansu, Chongqing and Shaanxi have resumed and are at normal levels. Local 
grids may still be damaged.

Relief Aid: The Ministry of Civil Affairs said every homeless person will be 
given a daily subsidy of 10 yuan (US$1.43). Orphans, the elderly and the dis-
abled who have nobody to care for them will receive 600 yuan (US$85.71) a 
month.

Foreign Aid: China has repeatedly issued international pleas for aid to help ad-
dress the humanitarian crisis. Russia, France the USA, and Germany are among 
countries to have supplied aid, materials and teams. UN secretary-general Ban 
Ki-moon has visited the affected area.

Reconstruction Planning: The State Council’s Earthquake Relief Headquar-
ters has said a “new stage” has begun. A high-level group has been formed 
to plan what to do about resettlement and reconstruction. The group includes 
representatives from the National Development and Reform Commission, the 
Sichuan provincial government and the housing ministry. Planning is expected 
to take three months and reconstruction at least three years.
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An injured child stands on the ruins of her 
collapsed house in earthquake-hit Shifang, 
Sichuan province, May 22, 2008. (Reuters)
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A survivor of the quake stands outside 
his collapsed house in the earthquake-hit 
area of Xiange, Sichuan province, May 27, 
2008. (Reuters)

A student prays for her schoolmates in front of the debris of a collapsed building at Juyuan 
Middle School in the earthquake-hit Dujiangyan, Sichuan province, May 25, 2008. (Reuters)
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Habitat for Humanity’s Response

Habitat for Humanity is launching an initial US$5 million appeal 
 campaign for the fi rst-phase of a long-term and sustained effort to 
 rebuild homes and lives following the earthquake in China. 

The effort will focus initially in Sichuan province, probably in more  
 remote areas. 

The fi rst phase will begin with a goal of supporting 1,000 families 
 and investing in the capacity to assist thousands more through 
 partnerships with local authorities and other non-governmental 
 organizations.

The response is expected to be based out of Chengdu, capital of Sichuan.

Habitat for Humanity assessment personnel are expected in Sichuan  
 before the end of June.

There are opportunities for volunteers to participate in Habitat 
 rebuilding programs after disasters, but usually once reconstruc-
 tion programs are up and running. When the program in Sichuan 
 reaches that stage, Habitat will welcome volunteers. 

Habitat for Humanity in China
Habitat for Humanity has been operating in Yunnan, Guangdong and Guangxi 
provinces for the past seven years. In partnership with different government and 
charitable organizations, Habitat has built and repaired hundreds of houses for 
the disabled and for those in need. Habitat has helped repair houses damaged 
by fl ooding in Meizhou, Guangdong, and after the earthquake in Pu’er, Yunnan. 
The team working in China also includes staff members who played key 
roles in Habitat’s work in Indonesia after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. 
See www.habitatchina.org and www.habitat.org/ap.
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